
All Creation Overflows with Praise 

Bible Background • PSALM 96 

Printed Text • PSALM 96:1–6, 10–13 

Devotional Reading • 1 CHRONICLES 16:23–34 

Aim for Change 
By the end of the lesson, we will: CONTEMPLATE creation’s testimony to the majesty 

of God; EXPERIENCE awe in the presence of God’s creation; and PRAISE God wholeheartedly 

in corporate and individual acts of worship. 

In Focus  

Karen had a great job that she loved, a lovely family with her husband, Mike, and their three 

kids, and a great church community. But Karen lived on auto-pilot. Her weekly routine was a 

continuous cycle of work, home, church, husband, and kids. Everything was routine, and her 

time with God had become lackluster. Mike suggested that Karen take some time off and go 

away to a retreat center by the beach for the weekend. Karen was reluctant to go, but she knew 

that she needed something to recharge and energize her soul. Maybe this retreat would be able to 

get her out of the routine. 

Karen sat on a beach chair on the patio to reflect and watch the sun set. Something inside her 

stirred. She was taken over by the beauty she saw in all directions. As the bright yellow sun 

waved goodbye from the horizon, it shifted behind the clouds, and the evening sky changed to 

vibrant shades of reds and oranges. Karen was overwhelmed. It had been a long time since she 

stopped to just look at the beauty of nature. She pondered the wonder and awe of God and His 

creation, and she was mesmerized by the majesty and beauty of what she saw. 

In today’s lesson, we are encouraged to sing a new song unto the Lord as we remember His 

salvation, power, and intentional love for each of us.What song would characterize your life in 

the Lord? 

 

Keep in Mind 

“O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth”      

(Psalm 96:1). 
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2096.1


 

KJV 

Psalm 96:1 O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 

2 Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people. 

4 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. 

6 Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it 

shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 

13 Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world 

with righteousness, and the people with his truth. 

NLT 

Psalm 96:1 Sing a new song to the LORD! Let the whole earth sing to the LORD! 

2 Sing to the LORD; praise his name. Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. 

3 Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. 

4 Great is the LORD! He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared above all gods. 

5 The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the Lord made the heavens! 

6 Honor and majesty surround him; strength and beauty fill his sanctuary. 

10 Tell all the nations, “The Lord reigns!” The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. He will 

judge all peoples fairly. 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it shout his 

praise! 

12 Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! Let the trees of the forest sing for joy 

13 before the LORD, for he is coming! He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world 

with justice, and the nations with his truth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalms+96%3A1&version=KJV
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The People, Places, and Times 

Tell. The Israelites were expected to always sing the praises of Yahweh and the salvation He 

brought. The word “tell” comes from the Hebrew word basar, which means to bear tidings or to 

bring news or good tidings. This announcement of good news is both fresh and full, and 

cheerfully proclaims God’s salvation, which brings deliverance and freedom to the captives, and 

affirms that God rules with power and majesty. 

Idols. Israel was commanded to have no other gods but Yahweh, because these other worthless 

idols cannot be compared to the power and majesty of Israel’s God. No crafted image made by 

human hands can compare with God, enthroned above the earth with power and might (Isaiah 

40:22). Other gods are man-made and therefore incapable of creating anything. God is the 

Creator of everything, and therefore His generative power is unmatched. 

Background 

This joyful and exuberant psalm parallels Psalms 93 and 95 and is classified as one of the 

enthronement psalms that celebrate God’s sovereignty as King over all creation and all other 

gods. This psalm is cited in part in 1 Chronicles 16:23–34, which celebrates the Ark of the 

Covenant’s arrival in Jerusalem. The Ark symbolized a covenant agreement established by 

Yahweh with Israel at Mount Sinai. This hymn therefore celebrates God as both covenant maker 

and covenant keeper and celebrates His majesty and splendor. 

The hymn beckons not only the Israelite audience but all the nations to give homage to Israel’s 

creator God. It describes how Israel, the land, and the nations should respond to Yahweh’s 

kingship, sovereignty, and glory by giving thanks and worshiping the One “majestic in holiness.” 

This hymn of praise for God’s strength and wondrous deeds is arranged in a three-part sequence: 

a call to praise, reflections on why there is a need to praise, and finally climaxing with an 

acknowledgment that the Lord is King. It celebrates the majesty and splendor of the King and 

hails the end times hope of the One who will judge the whole world with justice and truth. 

 

                                              At-A-Glance 
                                      1. A Call to Praise (Psalms 96:1-3) 

                                      2. The Reason for Praise (vv. 4-6) 

                                      3. A Universal Call to Worship (vv. 10-13) 
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Search the Scriptures 

1. How can you declare God’s glory “among the heathen” (Psalm 96:2)? 

2. What does it mean to say the Lord “reigneth” (v. 10)? 

Discuss the Meaning 

How can we maintain and respond to a consistent and daily awareness of God’s majesty and 

splendor? What offering of worship can we give to God in response to who He is and what He 

has done (Romans 12:2)? 

Lesson in Our Society 

Worship is a key component of our daily communion with the Lord. We are reminded that God’s 

sovereignty and glory are still active and present in a world that seems to focus solely on 

satisfying self. Through worship, we refocus our distracted and wandering hearts that seek after 

false gods and idols, man-made empty vessels that have no power. Our majestic God made the 

heavens and the earth, and nothing is out of His reach or control, although the world seeks to 

convince us otherwise. 

Make It Happen 

We were created to praise and worship our majestic and powerful God. Ask for revelation about 

the areas of your life where you neglect to give God honor and majesty, and places where you 

tend toward shallow idols. Make a commitment to spend time singing a new song of worship to 

the Lord each day. Finally, think of ways that your entire life could be a song of worship, a 

testimony of the faithfulness and majesty of your Creator. 

More Light on the Text 

Psalm 96:1–6, 10–13 

Psalm 96 is both a song of praise and more specifically an enthronement psalm, one that 

celebrates God’s divine kingship over the earth. When kings are enthroned, a ritual celebration 

takes place at the coronation, but unlike human kings, all of creation is involved in God’s divine 

enthronement. This new song for the Lord praises Him for His glory, salvation, and justice. 

1 O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 

The psalm begins with a command to sing to the Lord a new song, telling the whole earth to 

sing. The command to the whole earth includes all of creation, as well as all people. Earth 

(Heb. ‘erets, EH-rets) can refer to creation, but in other contexts, can refer to a group of people 

joined together in a common identity (i.e., political, religious, familial). Given that the psalm is 

filled with both creation (vv. 5, 10–13) and clan language (vv. 3, 5, 7, 10, 13), both meanings 

make sense here. Everyone and everything that God has created must sing a new song to Him. 
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2 Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. 3 

Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people. 

Verses 2–3 add the contents of the new song: blessings, daily testimonies of His salvation, 

recollections of His glory and wonders. The date of the psalm’s composition is difficult to know 

because it does not include a superscript or reference to historical people or events, but the psalm 

commands that God’s glory and salvation be proclaimed among the peoples (often “nations”). In 

other words, His people are to bring this news to everyone, day by day. In the context of the 

diaspora, where God’s people are dispersed among other peoples, this psalm commands the 

faithful to declare their relationship with the Lord to everyone. 

4 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens. 6 

Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Verses 4–6 may provide both reasons for singing to the Lord and the language for doing so. Both 

verses 4 and 5 begin with the Hebrew word ki (KEY), which can mean “because” or introduce a 

direct quotation, and both meanings fit the context. Why should the whole earth sing to the Lord? 

Because He is great, powerfully praised, and feared over all gods. At times the Israelites could be 

tempted to worship other gods, especially if it seemed like those gods were doing good things 

(cf. Jeremiah 44). The psalmist reminds the people that their God is the Creator of all things. The 

gods of the peoples are weak, but the Lord made the heavens. The phrase “greatly to be praised” 

contains a participle in Hebrew that indicates continuous action. In other words, creation 

constantly praises God because of His greatness and ability to create. Verse 6 intensifies this 

praise by claiming that everything wonderful is connected to the Lord. The following verses are 

then a response to the intensity of God’s glory and majesty. 

10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be 

established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously. 

Building from verses 7–9, the commands to all the clans of the peoples continue here, telling 

them to tell everyone about the Lord. His continuous rule is a claim that is particularly powerful 

in the midst of so many imperfect human reigns. What is more, He has established the land, it 

will never move, and He has judged the peoples with equity. In these claims are both a subtle 

critique of corrupt human rule and a clear praise of God for being wholly perfect in His rule. The 

psalm calls us both to praise God for His perfect justice, be aware of earthly injustice, and speak 

out against it. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the 

fullness thereof. 12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the 

trees of the wood rejoice 13 Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to 

judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his 

truth. 

After telling the people how to sing this new song to the Lord, the psalm shifts back to creation. 

The heavens are to rejoice, and the earth is to exult. The sea and its fullness are to roar. Verse 11 

mentions three major parts of creation as a way of including everything God has created—the 



heavens, the earth, and the sea. Then the fields and trees of the forest are added in verse 12. 

Nothing is left out in this song to the Lord. Moreover, their responses are loud: shouts of joy and 

exultation, roars like thunder, and cries of rejoicing. No part of creation will miss or be excluded 

from the song of praise 

to God. 

Verse 13 provides both the location and reason for this new song of praise. It will happen in the 

Lord’s presence, and this is possible because He is coming! When He comes, He will judge the 

earth with justice and the peoples with faithfulness. The word translated as “righteousness” in the 

KJV is rendered “justice” in the NLT. Both are viable translations of the Hebrew tsedek (TSEH-

dek). In ancient Israel, there was no distinction between justice and righteousness; both meant to 

do what was right. God will judge rightly. The word rendered “truth” in both translations 

(‘emunah, eh-moo-NAH) means faithfulness, honesty, and truth. In Hebrew, these ideas were 

inseparable. To be faithful was to be honest and true to the one you were in a relationship with. 

God will act rightly and honestly when He comes, and the response of all creation will be to sing 

a new song. The entire psalm can provide an opportunity for daily reminder of how to respond to 

God’s glory and justice and how to prepare for His coming. God’s justice will turn the world 

right side up, and our proper response is for all of creation to praise Him! 

This psalm is sometimes labeled a psalm of God’s justice or judgment. The psalm has an end 

times tone, especially in the final verses, suggesting that the psalm hopes for God’s eradication 

of human corruption as a final end to injustice. This kind of praise and hope should certainly be a 

regular part of Christian lives as we look forward to Jesus’ second coming. At the same time, it is 

important to remember that God has called us to be ministers of justice in the world, just as Jesus 

and His first disciples were, until that time. Jesus warns in a final sermon in Matthew that we 

should not be found lacking in care for those in need when He returns (Matthew 25:34–46). As 

we read and meditate on this psalm, we should not only let it serve as words of praise to God, but 

we should also let the Spirit encourage us to be ministers of God’s justice until He comes again. 

Daily Bible Readings 

MONDAY 
O Sing to the Lord (1 Chronicles 16:23–34) 

TUESDAY 
Ascribe to the Lord, O Families (Psalm 96:7–9) 

WEDNESDAY 
Justice Will Be Established (Isaiah 42:1–4) 

THURSDAY 
Salvation is for All Peoples (Isaiah 49:1–7) 

FRIDAY 
Sing Praises, O Gentiles (Romans 15:7–13) 

SATURDAY 
Singing Around the Throne (Revelation 5:11–14) 

SUNDAY 
The Lord Reigns Supreme (Psalm 96:1–6, 10–13) 
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